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by the Shenirat Bedouins, against whom Telal directed an
open attack, terminated the very year of our visit, 1862, by the
submission of the 'Azzfun, the last independent branch of the
tribe. Just at this nick of time about a dozen chiefs of that
clan arrived at the Djowf, on their way to Djebel Shomer,
where they purposed to win TelaTs good graces by tendering
him their allegiance in his veiy capital. Hamood received them,
and lodged them for several days, while they rested from their
past fatigues, and prepared themselves for what yet lay before
them. Some inhabitants of the Djowf, whose business required
their presence at Ha'yel, were to join the party. Hamood sent
for us, and gave us notice of this expedition, and on our
declaring that we desired to profit by it, he handed us a scrap
of paper, addressed to Telal himself, wherein he certified that
we had duly paid the entrance fee exacted from strangers on
their coming within the limits of Shomer rule, and that we
were indeed respectable individuals, worthy of all good treat-
ment. Now, as the toll thus levied on the frontiers amounts
to only four shillings or somewhat less per individual, one
cannot say that it is too much to pay in quittance of all
custom-house duties or passport fees soever. Nor is anything
else required or expected. We then, in presence of Hamood,
struck our bargain with one of the band for a couple of
camels, whose price, including all the services of their master
as guide and companion for ten days of July travelling, was
not extravagant either; it came up to just a hundred and ten
piastres, equivalent to eighteen or nineteen shillings of English
money.

We now laid in provisions for the way in dates and flour,
repaired our water-skins, recovered what arrears of debt yet
remained in our favour, and awaited the moment for starting;
while our Djowf friends did their best to dissuade us from such
a journey at such a season. As we could not of course explain
to them our precise reasons for so ill-timed an adventure, our
obstinacy in rejecting their well-meant advice seemed almost
incomprehensible; till they ended by setting it down to our
being "Sho'wam" or Damascenes ; the inhabitants of Syria in
general, and those of the capital yet more specially, being
famous for headiness and the spirit of contradiction.
Many delays occurred, and it was not till the iSth of July,